Introduction
Mayotte is a member of the Comoro Archipelago and located in the northern Mozambique Channel in the Indian Ocean, between northern Madagascar and northern Mozambique. It consists of the main island, Grande-Terre, a smaller island, Petite-Terre (or Pamanzi), and several islets. Since 1996 the Muséum national d'Histoire naturelle de Paris and the Service Environnement et Forêt of DAF-Mayotte have conducted extensive plant inventories on the three main islands in order to increase our knowledge of this insular flora.
In the Comoros Archipelago, much of the original vegetation has been destroyed, and only 5% of the original vegetation remains in Mayotte (Lowry et al. 1999 , Pascal & al. 2002 , Labat et al. 2004 . As most plant species of this island are endemic and threatened, in situ and ex situ measures for their protection should be taken (Pascal et al. 2002 , Pascal 2002 . Although floristic surveys are incomplete and vast tracts of habitat have been lost, multiple new species from many plant families have been discovered recently: Sapotaceae (Labat et al. 1997) , Oleaceae (Labat et al. 1999) , Salicaceae and Achariaceae, under Flacourtiaceae (Hul et al. 1999) , Fabaceae-Caesalpinioideae (Labat & Pascal 1999) , Araliaceae (Lowry et al. 1999), Malvaceae, under 
